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JULIE TREBAULT
Artists at Risk Connection (ARC)

Julie Trébault is Executive Director of the Artists at Risk
Connection (ARC), where she champions artistic
freedom and supports at-risk artists worldwide. She
previously led public programs at the Museum of the
City of New York and the Center for Architecture, and
earlier built global museum networks and academic
initiatives in Europe. She holds graduate degrees from
the Sorbonne and the University of Strasbourg and has
taught at Fordham University. She speaks French,
English, and Spanish.

ALVIN STARKS
Borealis Philanthropy

alvin starks brings decades of expertise in philanthropy,
racial equity, and social justice leadership to his role at
Borealis. With a career spanning strategic grantmaking,
racial justice advocacy, and movement building, alvin
has been a visionary advocate for transformative social
change that expands and shapes an inclusive multiracial
democracy. His work ensures that philanthropic
resources reach the vibrant communities and innovative
leaders that are critical towards advancing dignity,
belonging, justice and power. His leadership reflects a
deep commitment towards advancing equity, movement
building, and innovative advocacy that secures freedom
and inclusion.




TANIA BRUGUERA
Contemporary artist, activist, and cultural strategist

Tania Bruguera (b. 1968) is a Cuban artist, activist, and
cultural strategist whose work explores political power
and social justice, using art to turn spectators into
active citizens. She developed concepts such as Arte
Util and Political Timing-Specific Art, and founded
initiatives including Catedra Arte de Conducta,
Immigrant Movement International, and INSTAR, while
also helping organize Cuba’s 27N protest movement.
Her internationally exhibited work includes
presentations at Tate Modern, Documenta, and the
Venice Biennale, with solo projects at MOMA and
Centre Pompidou. She is the recipient of major awards
including the Velazquez Prize, Prince Claus Award, and
Prix de Rome.

MAJED SAWALHA
The Palestinian House of Friendship

Majed Sawalha is an award-winning hip-hop artist and co-
director of the Palestinian House of Friendship. He
graduated college with a BA in English Language and
Literature. He has a masters degree in International Relations
and Diplomacy, and is pursuing his PhD. He has completed
trainings in conflict resolution and psychology, and has
traveled the world. At the beginning of the war in Ukraine he
led a team in Europe working with Ukrainian refugees. He is a
shining example of a young activist crossing borders and
connecting struggles.



https://www.linkedin.com/in/mtgreat777/

ZOYA SHOJAEE SARDASHTI
Performing artist, educator, researcher

Zoya Shojaee Sardashti is an Iranian American performing
artist, educator, and researcher working between The
Hague, Laguna Niguel, and Seoul. They are the founder of
Home Soil Projects, a transdisciplinary platform for
participatory performance and arts-based peace education
supporting communities navigating migration,
displacement, and social exclusion.

Grounded in devised theatre and dance, Zoya’s practice
integrates embodied reflection with feminist and
postcolonial theory, generating personal and collective
narratives through collaborative, arts-based research. Their
work has been presented internationally at venues
including Liebig 12 (Transmediale/CTM Festival), the Joan
B. Kroc School of Peace, Museion Atelier, Mare Culturale
Urbano, and Teatro La Compagnia, as well as in group
exhibitions in San Diego.
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